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CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT ACT 1984 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.09 pm]: I am pleased to update the 
house on the progress of the Conservation Legislation Amendment Act 2011. On 14 March, sections 3 to 39 and 
41 to 46 of the act came into operation. The proclamation notice was published in the Government Gazette on 
Tuesday, 13 March 2012. With this proclamation, significant changes have been made to the Conservation and 
Land Management Act 1984, the foremost being that the CALM act now provides for joint management in 
Western Australia. Under new section 56A of the CALM act, land vested in, or under the care, control and 
management of, either the Conservation Commission of Western Australia or the Marine Parks and Reserves 
Authority can be jointly managed if specified in the management plan for the land or waters. The CALM act also 
provides for the chief executive officer of the Department of Environment and Conservation to enter into 
voluntary joint management agreements with one or more other parties to manage land for conservation and 
recreation purposes, regardless of tenure.  

With these changes the state government now has the legal framework to meet its obligations under the Burrup 
and Maitland Industrial Estates Agreement, the Ord Final Agreement and the Yawuru Agreement to enter into 
joint management arrangements. These amendments also enable Aboriginal people to be involved in making 
decisions on the planning and implementation of management activities on their traditional lands and waters, 
even if native title has been extinguished or has been determined against their favour. These amendments will 
facilitate other social, cultural, spiritual, environmental and economic benefits for Aboriginal people. This 
legislative reform is an important and considerable step forward towards building greater partnerships between 
the state government and Aboriginal people. 

Sections 40 and 47 to 49 of the Conservation Legislation Amendment Act 2011 are yet to be proclaimed. These 
sections, when proclaimed, will amend both the Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 and the Wildlife 
Conservation Act 1950 to enable Aboriginal people to camp, light fires and hunt and to carry out ceremonies and 
other traditional activities on all existing and future conservation reserves. Amendments to the regulations 
required to give effect to these sections are currently being prepared in consultation with Aboriginal 
representative organisations and other state government agencies. 
 


